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What’s 
going on in 
our world 

 Bulleid Place Play Park - This newly refurbished play park in Newtown was 
officially opened by the Mayor on 15th June.  The play park has been revamped 
with various different zones, including one that has incorporated paths and 
equipment for wheelchair users.

 Snowdogs Discover Ashford Tail - Local businesses gathered together on 11th 
May at a gala night to choose a Snowdog design for their sculpture. Each one will 
be an individual design by local and regional artists. From the 1st June, the chosen 
artists will start applying their designs to the blank Snowdogs.  County Square 
Shopping Centre is also hosting an Artist Painting Kennel in one of the shop units, 
creating a buzzing hive of activity where shoppers can see the designs come to 
life. The dogs will be auctioned off at the end of the 10 week event, later in the 
year, to raise money for Pilgrims Hospices.

 Fields of Battle, Lands of Peace – A photographic exhibition to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the end of the First World War to remember and honour all 
those that tragically lost their lives, took place in the town centre’s Memorial 
gardens in June.  The exhibition was accompanied by a programme of other 
displays, activities and talks.

 Tenterden & District Museum Refurbishment - This 19th century building has 
recently undergone some major internal alterations and improvements funded 
by a grant from the council and donations.  The improvements including 
enhancing access for the disabled, as well as improve facilities for staff who give 
their time voluntary.  New digital 360° virtual tours will be offered as well as 
assisting the museum in becoming a dementia friendly organisation.

 Dementia Action Week 2018 – An initiative to promote awareness of dementia 
during Dementia Action Week 2018 (21-28 May) was organised by Ashford and 
Canterbury Dementia Action Alliance (ACDAA), the council and the One You shop.  
A hand crafted memory tree was located in the One You shop for people to write 
a special memory onto a printed leaf and attach it to the tree.   The memory tree 
links in with the 5th anniversary (which is traditionally wood) of the Kent Dementia 
Alliance and all the trees across the county will be bought together later in the 
year to create a ‘Forest of Thought’. The Memory tree has now moved to the 
reception area at the Civic Centre so visitors can add a memory if they wish.

 Farrow Court – An event was held to showcase the Council’s £17m flagship 
sheltered housing during Dementia Action Week.  Guests included 
representatives from KCC, Ashford CCG, registered providers of housing and other 
local authorities in Kent. 

 Create Platform 2018 (14th to 22nd July) & Create Festival – The Platform has 
returned for a second year, with a week-long programme of events leading up to 
the main Create Festival.  One of the top attractions will be a performance by the 
Craig Charles Funk & Soul Club on 18th July at Revelation Ashford.  Other events, 
at various venues, include poetry reading, storytelling and entertaining mini 
street theatre.  There will also be an opportunity to see some of the amazing work 
carried out by the mothers from Syria in Ashford.  The Create Festival takes place 
on Saturday 21st July in Victoria Park will be headlined by DJ Jazzy Jeff.    Details of 
both can be found at: www.createfestiva.co.uk.

 Victoria Park Friends Group – This new group will be able to help make decisions 
about the way the park can be improved, managed and maintained.  In addition 
to this and as part of the Victoria Park Redevelopment two consultation days are 
being held on 21st & 22nd July.

http://www.createfestiva.co.uk/


 Singleton Environment Centre - The reopening of this centre was marked by a 
Family Fun Day on Saturday 16th June and included local stallholders, a barbecue 
and treasure hunt amongst other attractions.  A new lease has been agreed with 
Great Chart and Singleton Parish Council, who has developed a business plan 
which includes delivery of day-to-day activities by a new charitable trust, 
Singleton Spaces.  The Council, as landlord, will be approving a new programme 
of activities aimed at encouraging young people and families to engage with the 
environment and make a positive impact on their local communities.

 Safety in Action 2018 – This yearly, two-week event commenced on 19th June at 
a new venue, the Ashford Fire Station.  1400 year 6 children attended from 
schools across the borough to learn about some of the dangers they may face as 
they become more independent and prepare for transition to secondary school.  
There were a number of topical interactive workshops which included drugs and 
alcohol; personal choices and responsibilities; road, rail and water safety; first aid 
and online safety.  This year children went home with a specially designed Safety 
in Action booklet around characters Nola Risk and Ray Safe.

 Police & Crime Commissioner (PCC) Grant – The PCC has awarded proposals put 
forward by the Ashford Community Safety Partnership and these have now been 
allocated to various community safety schemes. These have included schemes to 
promote Mindfulness in Schools, Gangs awareness sessions in schools and 
equipment for the Homeless Winter Night Shelter. 

 WYE3 Masterplan – ‘The consultation on the masterplan for the site has now 
closed and the Council is now considering the responses made during the 
consultation period. A report to Members is expected over the summer.’ 

 Conningbrook Lakes (New development) – Construction of the 300 high-quality 
new private homes has commenced.  First occupations are expected in autumn 
2018.  The masterplan for the park is emerging.

 Elwick Place Development – Works continue on the construction of this mixed-
use leisure development incorporating cinema, hotel, restaurants and car park. 
Due for completion November 2018.

 Repton Connect (the new Community Centre) - Repton Connect have appointed 
a Manager to operate the facilities and she has commenced work.  ‘Open days’ 
will be held late August with the ‘official opening’ early September.

 Local Plan - The Local Plan Examination hearings closed on the 13th June and the 
Council has received an initial indication of the Inspectors’ views on the 29th June.  
Subject to further discussions with Members, the Council will prepare a series of 
proposed Modifications to the Plan which will then be subject to a further 6 weeks 
public consultation later this summer.

 Commercial Quarter (CQ 38) – Construction of the first phase of this development 
is now complete and was officially opened by the Leader of ABC at a ceremony on 
Friday 8th June 2018 - a building that comprises of 80,500 sq. ft. of exceptional 
and adaptable office space with retail and restaurants planned for the ground 
floor, along with public realm improvements and additional car parking. For more 
information about Ashford’s priority regeneration projects and many success 
stories visit www.ashfordfor.com.

 Ashford for You – The council has introduce a new borough-wide residents’ 
magazine, on a trial basis of four issues.  Issue 1 – Spring 2018 can be viewed at: 
https://www.ashford.gov.uk/whats-on/ashford-for-you/ashford-for-you-
magazine/.



Success 
stories 
since last 
AHWB

 RSPH Health & Wellbeing Awards 2018 – KCHFT/Ashford One You shop has been 
shortlisted for a national Royal Society for Public Health award for the category 
Health on the High Street.  Three projects have been shortlisted for this new 
category.  The awards take place on 18th October 2018 in London.

http://www.ashfordfor.com/


 Working to Become Dementia Friendly Organisation - The Council was successful 
with its application to be recognised as a Working to Become Dementia Friendly 
organisation.

What we 
are 
focusing on 
for the next 
quarter 
specific to 
the key 
projects

 Dementia: Ask the Experts Day - The Ashford & Canterbury Dementia Action 
Alliance is holding a Dementia ‘Ask the Experts’ Day at St Marys Church on Friday 
28th September between 10am – 1pm (details are attached).

 Health Infrastructure – Discussions are ongoing with East Kent CCG (Neil 
McElduff) over infrastructure issues. An Estates Strategy for Primary Care has 
been drafted and agreed by the PCC but is likely to evolve and change as 
discussions evolve and the hospital agenda is clearer.  ABC is working closely with 
the CCG to shape plans and assist where possible.  

 Chilmington - A location for temporary health provision for Chilmington is 
provisionally agreed, subject to further capacity testing. The Community 
Development Strategy was adopted by Ashford Borough Council in December 
2017 with an action plan drafted and to be agreed by partners early in 2018.  A 
community facilities and activities audit will be started in April 2018 to inform 
community development action later in 2018.

Anything 
else 
relevant to 
AHWB 
priorities 
NOT 
mentioned 
above

 Civic Awards 2018 – Nominations for these awards closed 1st June.  The awards 
are community ‘heroes and heroines’ to recognise and honour people who have 
contributed substantially to their community and who enrich the lives of others 
within the borough.  The awards ceremony takes place in July.

 One You – Additional staff are now in post to support the development of One 
You, jointly funded by Ashford Borough Council and KCC Public Health. 

Strategic 
challenges 
& risks 
including 
horizon 
scanning?
Anything 
else the 
Board 
needs to 
know

 Development Update – The October 2017 newsletter highlights the major 
projects that now being delivered across the borough. This will be available at 
http://www.ashford.gov.uk/development-update.   Next edition due July 2018.

 Ashford Tourism & Leisure Website – Website redesigned – see 
www.visitashfordandtenterden.co.uk.

Signed & 
dated

Sheila Davison – 9 July 2018
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